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2017 Officers & Executive Committee
January 4, 2017
7:30 p.m.
At Mounts Botanical Garden

Tom Ramiccio, President & Sales Chair
(561) 3867812
Don Bittel, Vice President (772) 521601
Elise Moloney, Secretary (561) 34200
Janice DiPaola, Membership (561) 95234
Ingrid Dewey, Treasurer (561) 78B00
Charlie Beck, Director, Editor & Librarian
(561) 9635511
Terry Lynch, Director & Events Chair (561) 58378
Richard Murray, Director (561) 566315

Speaker: Jeff Searle
Subject: 2016 International Palm Society Biennial
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Gerry Valentini, Director (561) 738978 See page 6
Tom Whisler, Director (561) 628328
Betty Ahlborn, Immediate Past President
561) 7984562
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Brenda Beck, Historian
Brenda LaPlatte, Webmaster . Lo .
Ruth Lynch, Refreshment Chair All photographs in this issue were provided

by Charlie Beck unless otherwise specified.

Opinions expressed and products or recommendations published in this newsletter may not be the
opinions or recommendations of the Palm Beach Palm & Cycad Society or its board of directors.




Featured This Month: Syagrus schizophylla
by Charlie Beck

Syagrus schizophyllaas a long history We planted threeS. schizophylla23
of name changes. Its previous genus classifica- years ago. That was the first year our garden was
tions were Cocos, Calappa, Arikuryrohaand established. The three specimens were originally

Arikury. Its common name is the Arikury Palm. planted in full sun, but are presently growing

S. schizophyllais a small to medium under the canopy of taller, faster growing palms.
sized pal m. 't 6s si mi | Theylooked great witle both light exgosurescTdien mo n
Adonidia merrillii (Christmas Palm). Its pinnate fronds do lengthen a bit when grown in shade.
fronds are held on upright, colorful petioles This is not a fast growing palm, although it is a
which have fibrous, serrated margins. The per- steady grower. This allows you appreciate its
sistent petioles form a distinctive pattern on the upright crown of leaves close to the ground. Our
stem. The regularly arranged leaflets are rigid pal ms measure 196 tall i n
and are held in a single plain. This is a solitary tall to the lowest green fronds. An attractive pat-
(rarely clustering) palm with an ultimate height tern of leaf bases persist. Petioles transition from
of 136 (in nature). St dark drown etathe stene to dreert hy thé léafletsn  d i -
ameter. Being monoecious, a single palm can Our palms have set fruit for years. Seeds do
produce viable seed. Globose fruit measure sprout beneath the palms but not to the extent of

about 10 | ong -arandecol@.t ubei n@®@ we edy. [ havenot obs
The endosperm is reported to be edible and taste porting seeds all over the garden.
like coconut. With recommended fertilization and

S. schizophyllas native to the Atlantic regular irrigation, our palms have never indi-
coastline of Brazil. Native habitat ranges be- cated any micrawutritional deficiency. Ruth
tween the tropical latitudes of 10°S and 20°S. Sallenbach has many beautiful specimens thriv-
Much of its habitat extends along the ocean, so ing in her garden with once a year fertilization.
salt tolerance and wind resistance are high. Av- | 6 v e S.scéhizophyllplanted in harsh condi-

erage annual rainfal |l tioms arid ¢hbse pabms lookesl acéeftable, wdthisc h i s
similar to the 620 we iscleartyadt ashigh maintendheelpatm. Be a c h
County (PBC). Native soils are similar to our Even thoughS. schizophyllagrows in

sandy soil in PBC. This palm is frequently found habitat on well drained sandy situations, our
growing on sand dunes. Habitat elevations range palms have been occasionally inundated for
from sea level to low hills. This palm is most weeks at a time after repeated heavy rainfall.
often found growing with full exposure to the Our palms took those conditions in stride with-
sun. Considering its hautaappaentnegatdve ¢ffecbi t at , itds
surprising that it can survive planting in harsh
situations or thrive in pampered home gardens.
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Susan Cioci lends scale $yagrus schizophylla Syagrus schizophylla
in Ruth Sallenbachos Gar deri n Rut h Sal | enbachés Gar

Syagrus schizophyllpetiolesin the Beck Garden Syagrus schizophylla
23 years old in the Beck Garden



